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Bullying
By Alexa Burger

 
“When someone is cruel or acts like a bully, you don’t 

stoop to their level. No, our motto is when they go 
low, we go high.” 
- Michelle Obama

 
Bullying is unwanted, aggressive behavior 

among school aged children that involves a real or 
perceived power imbalance. 

An imbalance of power: kids who bully use 
their power such as physical strength, access to em-
barrassing information, or popularity to control or 
harm others. Power imbalances can change over time 
and in different situations, even if they involve the 
same people. 

Bullying includes actions such as mak-
ing threats, spreading rumors, attacking someone 
physically or verbally, and excluding someone from a 
group on purpose. There are three types of bullying; 
verbal, social, and physical. 

Verbal bullying is saying or writing mean 
things. Verbal bullying includes: teasing, name-call-
ing, taunting, and/or threatening to cause harm. 

Social bullying sometimes referred to as rela-
tional bullying, involves hurting someone’s reputa-
tion or relationships. Social bullying includes: leaving 

someone out on purpose, telling others not to 
be friends with someone, spreading rumors 
about someone, and/or embarrassing some-
one in public.

Physical bullying involves hurting a 
person’s body or possessions. Physical bully-
ing includes: hitting, kicking, pinching, spit-
ting, tripping, pushing, taking or breaking 
someone’s things, and/or making mean or 
rude hand gestures.

Bullying can occur during or after 
school hours. While most reported bullying 
happens in the school building, a significant 
percentage also happens in places like on 
the playground or the bus. It can also happen 
travelling to or from school, in the youth’s 
neighborhood, or on the Internet. The 2015 
NCESBJS (National Center for Education Sta-
tistics and Bureau of Justice Statistics) indi-
cates that nationwide, about 21% of students 
ages 12-18 experienced bullying. 

Bullying is linked to many negative 
outcomes including impacts on mental health, 
substance abuse, and suicide. Kids who are 
bullied can experience negative physical and 
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mental health issues. Kids who are bul-
lied are more likely to experience: de-
pression, anxiety, increased feelings of 
sadness and loneliness, changes in sleep 
and eating patterns, and loss of interest 
in activities they used to enjoy. These 
issues may persist into adulthood. 
Although kids who are bullied are at 
risk of suicide, bullying alone is not the 
cause. Many issues contribute to suicide 
risk, including depression, problems at 
home, and trauma history.

Bullies are made, not born. Most 
of the time, people who bully others 
have a rough home or family life, which 
means they might take the anger out on 
other people. Our research shows that 
those who have experienced bullying 
are twice as likely to go on and bully 
others. Kids who bully can have other 
problems, too, even when they get older, 
like using alcohol and drugs, getting 
into fights, and dropping out of school.

28% of young people from 
grades six through twelve have been 
the victim of bullying. Parents aren’t 
even aware their child is being bullied 
half the time! Bullying does not always 
happen in person though. Cyberbullying 
is a type of bullying that happens online 
or through text messages or emails. It 
includes posting rumors on sites like 
Facebook, sharing embarrassing pic-
tures or videos, and making fake pro-
files or websites. 

Kids who are bullied can feel like 
they are different, powerless, and/or 
alone. Some kids who have experienced 
bullying have a hard time standing up 
for themselves. They think the kid who 
bullies them is more powerful than they 
are. 

Regardless of circumstances, 
bullying is never okay. Those who bully 

Bullying - Con’t from page 1 use power to hurt people. 
Everyone needs to be-
come more aware about 
this situation, and not 
deny it because it is hap-
pening to some people. 

Teen Vaping
By Hanna Harper

  Teen vaping is 
currently skyrocketing 
and more and more teens 
seem to be doing it. The 
real question is, is 
vaping better than 
smoking a normal 
cigarette? In this 
essay I will be tell-
ing you the pros 
and cons of vaping, 
what the public 
opinion is, and 
what my opinion is 
on vaping.

  Some 
people think that vap-
ing isn’t any better than 
smoking a cigarette or 
marijuana, but it is much 
safer in some ways. Vaping 
is a safer way to ingest a 
tobacco product and it can 
help people quit smoking. 
The National Academies of 
Science, Engineering, and 
Medicine found evidence 
that switching to vap-
ing reduces exposure to 
the all the toxins found in 
cigarettes. Burning a tra-
ditional cigarette releases 
toxic gases such as carbon 
monoxide. A study shown 
in New England Journal of 
Medicine found that vaping 

products are twice as effective at 
getting people to quit smoking 
as usual replacements. But there 
are some cons of vaping as well. 
Vaping is currently skyrocketing 
among kids, getting new genera-
tions addicted to this product. 
There is a 900% increase in vap-
ing by middle and high school 
students between 2011 and 
2015. Teens who vape are four 
times more likely to try regular 
cigarettes than others who never 
used tobacco.

        Now let’s hear what the 
public has to say about vaping. 
The NORC (National Opinion Re-
search Center) surveyed 1,004 
adults online and by phone. The 
survey found that the public 
is almost equally divided on 
whether flavors such as mint, 
cucumber, and fruit flavors 
should be available: 35% yes, 
35% no, 29% unsure. 39% sup-
ports banning vaping, 29% think 
we should keep them and not 
ban them, and 29% neither sup-
ports or thinks we should keep 
them. 78% support restricting 
vape advertising that targets 
teens and 73% supports re-
stricting the amount of nicotine 
in vape products. In the 2017 
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Vaping - Con’t from page 2

Health Information National Surveys the 
researchers found that more than 40% 
of American adults who were involved 
in tobacco product believed that vaping 
was more harmful than normal ciga-
rettes.
 I personally don’t think that vap-
ing is good for you and you shouldn’t do 
it because it can cause health issues and 
it’s not even all that better for you. But 
at the same time if you’re addicted to 
smoking cigarettes or weed, maybe vap-
ing will help you stop, and then eventu-
ally stop smoking all together. 
        In conclusion, vaping is bad for you 
and you shouldn’t do it. It can cause 
health issues and isn’t even that much 
better for you. Even though some people 
say that it’s better than cigarettes and 
much safer, I’m not the only person that 
thinks that it’s bad for you.

How Teens Can Help 
with Climate Change

By MacKenzie Houlihan
Addressing the climate crisis is 

one of the important issues facing us 
today. The problem is there are no easy 
solutions. Climate change is getting bad, 
but the world isn’t even recognizing the 
effect it could have on the children of 
today. Sometimes, even thinking of fix-
ing the things that make climate change 
worse seems hopeless, but if we could 
do those things differently it could help 
to improve the future of humans. There 
are all kinds of environmental issues 
that could be better. Though it can seem 
insurmountable, reversing and prevent-
ing climate change is vital to human 
survival.

The first big way is to raise 
awareness. Most people don’t even 

know that climate change is getting worse, so how can we 
expect it to get any better? One way you can do this is by 
finding a local group that deals with extreme weather to 
volunteer and get involved to help fix climate. Another way 
is to to start a petition. In that, you would list out the griev-
ances and explain what you want as well as the problems 
with climate, and what needs to be changed so climate 
change won’t get out of hand.

After that, we would have more help with address-
ing the problem with greenhouse gas emissions. Green-
house gas is a gas that absorbs that emits radiant energy 
within the thermal infrared range. Greenhouse gases cause 
the greenhouse effect. The primary greenhouse gases in 
Earth’s atmosphere are water vapor, carbon dioxide, meth-
ane, nitrous oxide and ozone. These things are bad for the 
atmosphere and are one of the major things that are adding 
to climate change. So, if we could reduce Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions then it would make climate change way better. 

Sustainability is another thing that we need to work 
towards to make climate change better. If we could do a few 
things to help improve sustainability, it could help make 
a real improvement in peoples’ lives. Sustainability is the 
process of maintaining change in a balanced environment, 
in which the exploitation of resources , the orientation of 
technological development, and institutional change are all 
in harmony and enhance both current and future potential 
to meet human needs and aspirations. In order to make a 
difference in sustainability, we need to deal with a host of 
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related issues. Problems with sustain-
ability like pollution or depletion of 
resources don’t have easy answers, but 
solutions, improvements, and ways to 
help are there. If we try to become more 
sustainable, a good place to start is pro-
mote renewable resources or local farms. 
Our entire energy system needs some 
drastic changes if we are over going to 
get to a sustainable society.

So, what I am trying to explain 
in this essay is if kids, teenagers, and  
young adults take a step towards mak-
ing a difference in climate change our 
future would be a lot better. By reducing 
Greenhouse Gas Emissions and becom-
ing more sustainable, or just even getting 
climate change to news headlines would 
make the biggest difference in climate 
change. If we don’t do anything about 
this problem I don’t know if it will ever 
get solved. The generations older than 
us haven’t really taken to the problem 
yet but our generation needs to. It is our 
future that will be affected, not theirs. In 
conclusion, get the word around about 
climate change because no other genera-
tion will.  

Climate Change - Con’t from page 2

Marxism
By Dantae Gelsomino

 In the mid-19th century, a man 
named Karl Marx made a philosophy, 
or, better, a way of life known as Marx-
ism. The idea revolved around one 
ruling class that controlled everybody 
else’s means of production. Karl Marx 
described this as the perfect society. It is 
way more complicated than that though. 
There are many more ideologies in 
Marxism than what I have talked about. 
In Karl’s own words, “Ideology is the 
process accomplished by the so-called 
thinker consciously. It is true, but with a 

false conscious.” What Marx means is that “ideological” 
beliefs are used to mislead the public. He himself studied 
production and trade, which turned into him making his 
own belief, and thereafter, Marxism began. In this report 
I am going to talk about the different beliefs that make 
up Marxism.
 Marxism consisted of 5 different major social 
classes, which are: Proletariat, Bourgeoisie, Lumpenpro-
letariat, Landlords, and Peasants. Before I talk about the 
classes, I have to talk about businesses and private busi-
nesses. Like I said before, Karl Marx wanted everything 
to be controlled by the government, and that includes all 
means of production. So in order to get money, you HAD 
to work for somebody under the government. That is the 
Proletariat class in a nutshell; unable to get money in 
any way except trading hard labour for it. If you thought 
about the proletariat’s way of getting money was to 
“sell” their hard labour, then you would think of the 
Bourgeoisie as the buyers. They work under the govern-
ment and buy all of the labour power with the money 
they have for themselves, which has been described as 
exploiting the hard working people. The Lumpenprole-
tariat class was the class of “outcasts” so to speak. It con-
sists of criminals, beggars, or prostitutes with absolutely 
no economic power. Marx described this particular class 
as “having no part in the eventual social revolution that 
was said to soon take place. The landlords were basi-
cally the smaller versions of the Proletariats, that still 
retained some money and power, and the peasants were 
the labour workers that had little to no pay, but could 
become Landlords.
 According to a Marxist theory, the overthrow of 
capitalism by a socialist revolution in contemporary 
society is inevitable. We don’t know if Marx’s theory 
was ever correct, because on March 14th, 1883, Karl 
Marx died, and in my opinion, his beliefs and “religion” 
died too. The overarching idea in Marxism is that all 
humans have wants and needs and that human  societies 
are shaped by production. Interestingly enough, Marx 
believed that we should let everybody live by their own 
religion. As Marx wrote himself, “Religion is the sigh of 
the oppressed creature, the feeling of a heartless world, 
and the soul of soulless circumstances.”Though he dis-
agrees with the “mental boundaries” of having a religion, 
he believed everybody should be free, in their mind at 
least.
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Marxism - Con’t from page 4

 In conclusion, Marxism was 
a very important social belief that 
greatly affected Russia and its econom-
ic structure, and one could say that it 
had affected the entirety of Russia for 
years to come. It had many different 
complicated levels that I could not talk 
all about today and it had a very basic 
social pyramid. Many people today 
think that it would have never worked, 
or that it was completely wrong for it 
to ever exist. Other people cherish the 
thoughts of Karl Marx, and are today 
known as Marxists. 

Interviewing Office 
Staff

By Alyssa Lewey

Alexis - Office Manager

What’s your favorite part of her job?
Spirit Week.
Have you ever broken a bone? If so, 
how? 
Yes, thrown over table in high school, 
and I broke my tailbone and one rib.
What led you to getting your job? 
Being in the right place at the right 
time.
What is your favorite animal?
Wolves.
What is your favorite hobby? 
Swimming, & cooking.

Genessa - Secretary

What is your favorite childhood 
memory? 
Spending summer playing in woods.
What is her favorite part of her job? 
Watching how kids change from 6-8th 
grade.

What is her favorite thing to do outside of school? 
Play Mario Kart.
What is her favorite food? 
Steak.
What is your favorite movie/ book? 
Harry Potter.

Jodi - Attendance & Receptionist

What is your favorite animal? 
Dogs.
What is your favorite hobby? 
Painting.
What is your favorite food? 
Green Olives.
What is your favorite movie/ book? 
Dirty Dancing.
What is your favorite childhood memory? 
Riding horses.

Famous People from Oregon
By Meredith Movalson

Phil Knight:
Phil Knight is the founder and current owner of Nike. He was 
born in Portland, Oregon and now lives in Hillsboro, Oregon.

Ty Burrell:
Ty Burrell is an actor and is most known for his role as Phil 
Dunphy on Modern Family. He was born and grew up in 
Grants Pass, Oregon and he went to Southern Oregon Univer-
sity in Ashland, Oregon. He got a master’s at the U of O.

Beverly Cleary:
Beverly Cleary is an acclaimed children’s writer who wrote 
famous book series such as Ramona and Henry Huggins. She 
was born in McMinnville, Oregon and many of her books are 
set in Portland, Oregon.

Tonya Harding:
Tonya Harding was an American ice skater that was involved 
in a scandal with fellow ice skater Nancy Kerrigan. Her career 
is over after the scandal but she was praised for many impres-
sive skating achievements. She was born in Portland, Oregon.
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Famous People - Con’t from page 5
Zach King:
Zach King is a social media star famous 
for crazy magic tricks and editing on 
YouTube and Vine. He has won many 
awards for his social media achieve-
ments. He grew up in Portland, Oregon.

Summer McKeen:
Summer McKeen is a social media star 
on Instagram and YouTube. She is a 19 
year old with 1.8 million subscribers 
on YouTube and 1.5 million followers 
on Instagram. She was born and raised 
here in Eugene.

What to Do and Where 
to Eat in Paris

By Sofia Kokkino
 In 2013, 33.8 million tourists 
visited Paris, France. Paris is the most 
visited city in the world. There are so 
many things to do and places to go 
while you are there. You should defi-
nitely eat baguettes and macarons for 
the experience while you are visiting. 
You will never be bored if you go there 
because there is so much to do! 
 The food in Paris is one of the 
main reasons why so many people 
travel there. While visiting, you need 
to make sure to get a bite of the most 
essential foods. The first kind of food 

to get is macarons. A macaron is a small biscuit-like cookie 
which is typically made from almonds, coconut, or other 
types of nuts, maybe even with a chocolate coating. When 
most people think of macaroons, they think of Paris. Another 
food to experience is a fresh-out-of-the-oven baguette. A 
baguette is a long, thin loaf of French bread that is commonly 
made from ba-
sic lean dough. 
The baguettes 
are best warm 
and can melt 
in your mouth. 
Besides, who 
doesn’t like 
bread? An-
other food that 
will not only 
make it to your 
mouth, but also to your heart, are crêpes. Crêpes are a very 
thin pastry, kind of like a pancake. They can be served with 
fruits on the inside, which makes for a wonderful fruity taste 
in your mouth. These are just a few of the many foods that 
Paris is known for, but there are more to try.
 There are countless places to visit while in Paris but a 
few that you should definitely make a priority are the Musée 
du Louvre, Luxembourg Gardens, Versailles Palace, and the 
Eiffel Tower. The Musée du Louvre is the world’s largest, 
greatest art museum. This museum holds 35,000 works of 
art and is even home to the world famous Mona Lisa.  Even if 
you can’t go into the museum, you should at least go outside 
of it and take a look. The next destination that I highly rec-
ommend you visit is the Luxembourg Gardens. This beau-
tiful palace was created by Marie de Medici, who was the 
widow of King Henry IV of France in the beginning of 1612. 
The entire garden is 55.6 acres! The gardens are a must 
see. Another beautiful place to visit is the Versailles Palace. 
The Versailles Palace was the Royal Residence of France. It 
contains over 700 rooms, over 60 staircases and over 1,200 
fireplaces. The entire palace is worth $50.7 billion. The Ver-
sailles Palace is a very breathtaking site and should definitely 
be visited. And last but not least, the Eiffel Tower. The Eiffel 
Tower started construction in 1887 and finished in 1889. It 
is the most-visited monument in the world with about 7 mil-
lion people coming from all around the world. It is 1,063 feet 
tall and even lights up at night for a few minutes! If you go to 
Paris, your trip is not complete until you have seen the Eiffel 
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Paris - Con’t from page 6
Tower.
 In conclusion, Paris, France is a 
beautiful, astounding city. From the food 
to the culture, it is an all around great 
experience. There is so much history to 
see and tons of unique food to eat. It’s a 
destination you don’t want to miss!

Movie Review: Back to 
the Future
By Adam Reeder

Review

Rated: PG
Stars: 5 out of 5
Year: 1985
Run Time: 1 hour 56 minutes 
Main Characters:
Marty Mcfly: Michael J. Fox
Doc: Christopher Lloyd 
Lorraine: Lea Thompson 
Directed by: Robert Zemeckis 
Genre: Sci-fi/ Fantasy

What if you could go to the future? What 
would you do? How would you do it? 
All of these questions are answered in 
this amazing motion picture. The movie 
is rated PG but in modern preferences 
it would be rated PG-13 due to a lot of 
language. 
It starts out with Marty Mcfly, the 
main character who wakes up late for 
school. He hops out of bed and plugs in 
his electric guitar and strikes it and it 
destroys the speaker. He then realizes 
he’s late for school. That’s when he 
gets a call from Doc, his adult friend 
and scientist. Marty heads to the mall 
parking lot and finds Doc there in his van 
with his dog, Einstein. He knocks on the 
van door and Doc comes out and tells 
Marty that he has finally done it. Marty is 
confused by this so he asks and Doc says 
that he has made a time machine. Doc 
pulls a cover off of a car and there is a 

Delorean all decked out with technology. 
This is a unique Delorean that is also a time machine. 
Doc tells him he needs to back in time to his parents. 
Throughout the movie Marty goes back in time to when his 
parents are teenagers and tries to make them fall in love. He 
tries to get back to his time so his future stays the same.
This is my all time favorite movie and I have seen it five 
times. There are two other movies that follow Doc and 
Marty’s adventures. This movie is a good oldish movie that 
really portrays the 6
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German Weiner 
Schnitzel Recipe

By Mackenzie Houlihan

Ingredients: (based on 3 people) 
- 9 Thin boneless Pork Chops (3 per person) 
- 1 cup Breadcrumbs 
- 1 Egg
- Salt 
- Pepper
Steps: 
- Rinse pork chops and pat them dry with 
paper towel.
- Trim off any excess fat.
- Season pork chops with salt and pepper on 
both sides.
- Rub salt and pepper into pork chop.
- Get 2 bowls, 1 for egg and the other for 
breadcrumbs. 
- Crack egg into 1st bowl, then add tsp of 
water and tiny bit of salt and pepper.
- Mix everything in 1st bowl as if you were 
going to make scrambled eggs. 
- In 2nd bowl add the breadcrumbs.
- Dip pork chop into egg, cover all sides with 
egg.
- Dip egg covered pork chop into 
breadcrumbs until all sides are covered. 
- Get out frying pan and cover bottom with 
cooking oil. 
- Set stove to high.
- Put pork chop in, if it sizzles then put rest 
in but if doesn’t sizzle wait for oil to heat up 
longer. 
- When all pork chops are in pan, fry for 
about 2 minutes on both sides.
- Lower temperature to medium and turn 
pork chop over every 1-2 minutes. 
- Pork chops are done when you cut into 
them to see if meat is white. 
- Take pork chops out of pan and set on 
platter.
- (optional) Squeeze lemon juice or add 
sauces on top based on your desired amount. 

No Bake Cookie 
Recipe

By Kayla Bakke

 INGREDIENTS
1/2 cup (115 grams) butter, cut into pieces

2 cups (400 grams) granulated sugar
1/2 cup (120ml) milk

1/4 cup (20 grams) unsweetened cocoa powder
1/2 cup (125 grams) creamy peanut butter

1 teaspoon vanilla extract
3 cups (300 grams) quick-cooking oats

INSTRUCTIONS

Before getting started, make sure to gather all of 
your ingredients and measure everything out. Line 
two large baking sheets with parchment paper and 
set aside.

Place the butter, sugar, milk, and unsweetened 
cocoa powder in a saucepan and heat over medium 
heat, making sure to stir often until the butter is 
melted and everything is well combined. Bring 
the mixture to a rolling boil and allow to boil for 
60 seconds (make sure to set a timer!) stirring 
occasionally.

Remove from the heat, and stir in the peanut butter 
and vanilla extract until fully combined. Stir in the 
oats and mix until all of the oats are coated with the 
mixture and everything is well combined.

Drop spoonfuls of the mixture onto the prepared 
baking sheets (I like to use a 2 tablespoon cookie 
scoop). Allow to cool for 20-30 minutes, serve, and 
enjoy!
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Movie Review: The Boy 
in the Striped Pajamas

By Nick Robles
Rated: PG-13
Stars: 7.8/10
Year: 2008
Main Characters Cast:
Bruno: Asa Butterfield
Mom: Vera Farmiga
Dad: David Thewlis
Shmuel: Jack Scanlon
Lieutenant Kotler: Rupert Friend 
Sister: Amber Beattie
Grandma: Sheila Hancock
Pavel: David Hayman
Grandpa: Richard Johnson
Maria: Cara Horgan
Herr Liszt: Jim Norton
Karl: Henry Kingsmill
Leon: Zac Mattoon O’Brien
Martin: Domonkos Németh
Lars: László Áron
Schultz: Béla Fesztbaum  
Berlin Cook: Zsuzsa Holl
Palm Court singer: Charlie Baker
Meinberg: Iván Verebély
Heinz: Attila Egyed
Director: Mark Herman
Genre: Fable, Children’s literature, Historical 
Fiction, Postmodern literature
Running Time: 1h 34m

   Imagine coming home one day and 
seeing the maid packing your things. Imagine 
not knowing your father’s occupation. This 
was 9 year old Bruno’s reality in The Boy in 
the Striped Pajamas. Bruno grew up in his 
house that was located in Berlin, Germany. 
He had lived with mom, dad and his rude 
sister Gretel. 
 The movie started out with Bruno 
walking home with his friends and finding 
his maid packing his clothes. He gets mad 
and rushes downstairs and asks his mom 
why she was going through his clothes and 

she explains that they were moving.  
 He comes downstairs and his mom explains 
they have to move because of his dad’s promotion. He 
wants to know what will happen when he moves and 
if he will ever come back. They don’t know where they 
are moving but they know it will be far away.  

 When they arrive at the new house, Bruno 
already doesn’t like it. It was smaller than the house 
in Berlin and it was ugly. There was no nooks and 
crannies for him to hide in. He had no friends and it 
was a straight grey color. He ran upstairs and chose his 
bed room and looked out the window. He saw a camp 
and thought it was just a little village. He went and told 
his sister and they both looked out the window and 
saw it. Gretel said that it was a village and it was a little 
farm land. 
 Bruno goes and explores and finds the fence. 
There was a boy named Shmuel. And he explains 
where they are, in Poland and why he is on the other 
side of the fence. Shmuel and Bruno start seeing each 
other everyday. It turned out that Bruno would start 
bringing food for Shmuel.
 Bruno made a plan to go under the fence. He 
made the plan and made Shmuel go with it. The next 
day, he brought the shovel, and started to dig. He made 
it under and started to try to find Shmuel’s dad. Will 
they find Schmuel’s dad?
 I really liked the book and movie. It was really 
interesting and fun. It had a sad ending, but it is a true 
story about what happened as a son to a Nazi soldier. 
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Movie Review: 
Pet Sematary
By Dantae Gelsomino

Movie: Pet Sematary 
Rated: PG-13
Stars: ****/5
Year: 2019
Runtime: 100 Minutes
Cast: 
Jason Clarke (Louis)
Amy Seimentez (Rachel)
John Lithgow (Jud)
Jete Laurence (Ellie)
Director: Kevin Kolsch
Genre: Horror

 Have you ever thought about what happens 
when you die? In this movie, Pet Sematary, 
this topic is addressed in a different way than 
you think. “There is something in those woods, 
something that brings people back.”
 In this great film directed by Kevin Kolsch, 
we see Louis (Jason Clarke), along with his family, 
move to a new town right next to the forest. One 
of the things I thought the movie did really well 
was suspense. It made you feel the emotions it 
wanted you to feel, when it wanted to. My reaction 
to watching it was probably different from other 
peoples’. Because not a lot of movies scare me, 
I didn’t really feel surprised or scared when the 
movie wanted me to be.
 “Sometimes dead is better” is the most 
notable line from the movie, and for a good reason. 
The movie is set in a small neighborhood, far away 
from the rest of society, along a busy highway that 
trucks frequently run on. Jason Clarke (Louis), 
along with his family Amy Seimentez (Rachel), Jete 
Laurence (Ellie), and Lucas Lavoie (Gage) are a 
regular family with the woods in their backyard. As 
Ellie soon finds out, they have a cemetery right in 
their backyard, a pet cemetery. 
 After the sudden death of their cat, Church, 
the family encounters their neighbor, Jud. He 
proceeds to tell them about a forbidden part of 
the forest, where you could bury something and 

it would come back to life. After a little bit of 
negotiating, he finally decides to bury the cat 
there, and, like Jud said, the cat came back to life. 
Little did the family know that the cat would not 
come back the same. At this point, the conflict 
begins, as the family struggles with the meaning 
of life, death, and the nature of mortality.   While 
the movie is good, it could still handle some parts 
of it better. Lots of parts at the end are hard to 
keep up with, and there is a lot of flashy scenes 
that I think could have been dealt with more. One 
good thing about the movie is that it doesn’t drag 
on. While I dont think that it is a quick watch like 
a Netflix episode I still think that it is not as long 
as some other movies. 

 I can compare it to other books created by 
the author. The author of the book that this movie 
was based off, Stephen King, has made many 
other scary books that are extremely popular, 
such as IT and The Shining. His life goal, he says, is 
to write a book so scary that even he cannot put 
it down. Comparing this movie to his other books, 
I’d say that this is one of his best books, being just 
the right amount of suspenseful and scary.
 In conclusion, this movie was very well 
made, with lots of great acting. If you have not yet 
seen it, then I would recommend that you watch 
this. I would not recommend this movie to people 
who are easily scared. It is the most memorable 
movie that I have watched recently. 



The Zinger Page 11Editorial

The History and
Popularity of Fortnite

By Nicky Pantyukhina

 Fortnite was created in 
August 2017 with currently about 
43,073,287,86 people playing the 
game. Fortnite achieved lots of awards 
in 2017 which are: nomination for 
“Best Co-op Game” by PC Gamer, and 
for “Best Spectator Game” by IGN. In 
2018, the game won the award for 
being the Best Ongoing Game by PC 
Gamer and IGN, the latter of which 
nominated it for “Best Nintendo 
Switch Game”, “Best Mobile Game”, and 
“Best Action Game”.
 Within two weeks of release, 
over 10 million people had played the 
game, and by June 2018, just after the 
Nintendo Switch release it reached 
125 million players. Revenue from 
Fortnite Battle Royale during the first 
half of 2018 had been estimated in 
the hundreds of millions of dollars 
per month, with total 2018 revenue 
estimated at $2.4 billion by analysis 
firm SuperData Research.
 I decided to research this topic 
because I love video games and since 
it was one of the most popular games 
currently. Although I do play video 
games, I only played Fortnite one time, 
so I thought I’d get to know how it was 
made. 
 Things I found interesting was 
that Fortnite began from an internal 
game jam at Epic Games following the 
publishing of Gears of War 3 around 
2011. Though it was not initially 
one of the developed titles during 
the jam, the concept of merging the 
construction game genre, representing 
games like Minecraft and Terraria, and 
shooter games arose, leading to the 

foundation of Fortnite.
 There has also been growing concern over Fortnite 
Battle Royale. That game draws toward young children, 
emphasized with the release of the mobile client. Parents 
and teachers had expressed concern that students are being 
distracted and drawn away from schoolwork due to playing 
Fortnite. Concerns have also been raised about the impact 
that playing a game involving repeated depictions of gun 
violence may have on young children. Even though I like the 
game, I still agree with multiple people that think Fortnite is a 

dangerous game for kids and teens to play.
 Fortnite Battle Royale has also become a pop culture 
phenomenon. It has several celebrities reporting they play 
the game, and athletes using Fortnite emotes as victory 
celebrations. All game modes in Fortnite are set to be free-
to-play titles, though in 2019, Save the World is in early 
access and requires purchase to play. The first two games are 
monetized through the use of V-Bucks, in-game currency that 
can be purchased with real-world funds. After looking at all 
the cool facts, I became more interested in the game. It made 
me feel like playing more Fortnite with my friends.
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